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Art

The Navin revolution

Free spirit Navin Rawancharkul likes to create outside the box

Muftiethnic and
multitalented, Navin
Rawanchaikul defies
classification, writes
Clare Morin

In the globalising art world, Navin
Rawanchaikul represents the
transcendence of geographic]
boundaries Here is a Chang Mai-barn
artist of Hindu-Punjabi Pakistani
heritage, who now has a Japanese
wife (and permanent residence in
Japan). His art, therefore, 1s all about
finding communities.

The Thai-based artist is drawing
global acclam for his humorous, cross-
cultural art projects. For his fust local
exhibition at Tang Contemporary Art,
the artist decided to use iconic Hong
Kong films as the starting point.

Nauvnscope: D Swem Rider
features pamtings and a billboard
that parody scenes from Hong Kong
movies. However, n the place of film
stars, Navin has pamted in people from
the Hong Kong art community; “T'm
painting now, says the artist over a
mobile phone from Banglok. 1 have
miore than H) people in this painting,
from gallery [owners] to friends of my
friends, collectors and entics. | know
there are not so many people m the art
scene in Hong Kong, but [ would like
to find the communities” Indeed, those
going to the openmg on Thursday 17
rught actually see themselves,

Such interactive elements are

Navin's hallmark. He first attracted
the interest of regnonal curators in
1995 when he worked with a Bangkok
cabbie to create the Navin Gallery
Bangkok. a mobile gallery space ina
taxa. In 2001, at the imnmtion of New
York's PS1 Contemporary Art Center
and the Public Art Fund, he brought
thi: concept to New Yorkers, [ Love
Taxi was an expansive exhibition
that included setting up ‘taxi cafes’ in
Madison Square Park and producing
his own comic books based on real

“He painted himself
as Chairman Navin
and created the

Navin Party”

interviews with the city's cab drivers.
Then he took on China.

In Beijng’s Tang Contemporary Art
gallery, the artist exhibited pamtings
that satinised both Charman Mao's
propaganda pasters and trends in
contemporary Chmese art by painting
himself as Chairman Navin. He also
created a fictitious Navin Party (check
it out at wwwanavinparty.com), As the
site amusingly explams, “Founded by
a lonely artist in search of comnection
and commumity m 2006, the Navin
Party seeks to make a space for Navins
in this hectic, mereasmgly fragmenited
world." The artist even took to the
streets to hand out free copies of a bittle

red book entitled Navi's Quotations
umtil he got nabbed by the police and
was held in custody until a curator
armived to free him,

The premise of the Hong Kong
show 15 to explore the concept of our
cultural gatherings, in the spirit of
meetng over food, “When [ looked at
Hong Kong, [ saw that food is very
mportant,” he explaing. “There is also
the international side; the international
art market is there, So | brought them
together: food culture and capitalism.”

Audiences will be grven the
ppportunity to meet the enigmatic
artist at a talk he will give at the Kee
Club an Wednesday 16, organised by
the Asia Art Archive. There will bea
screening of the film project Navins
af Bollyeood, a musical that parodies
Indian movies, with Navin, of course,
in the lead. He'll also be screening a
cormmercial Glm commussioned by
Volvo, which he made in Hong Kong
in 2005, The work was based on his
origmal Taxi Gallery concept. “It’s very
expermmental. | drove the car with my
colleague for three nights. We talked
with people in the car:. It was produced
m Hong Kong, made in Hong Kong, but
never shown in Hong Kong, Its going
to be a fun talk” We wouldn't expect
anything less from the world of Navin.
Navinscope: Dim St Rider opens
Thae 17 at Tang Contermporary Art,
B/E, Hollvwood Centre, 233 Hollvuwood
R, Shetg Wan, 2544 991 8; wiwwe
tangeontemporeavcont. Artist Tolk:
Wed 16, 6.30pni-Spm, For reservations
contact oldaan.orghk
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Shanghal Street Artspace

O/, 404 Shamglun S, Yem Ma T, 2770
2157 wwnessa7.org The-Sun 1 -
o, closed Minr and pubire hofidays

% Orchestration II: Images of
Hong Kong Old Shops Documentary
photographer Simon (o joms the talented
lustrator Stella So m capturing the city's
most traditionzl shops, This exhibition 1=
very well lomted amid the old-fashioned
‘.-]1[11}'- of Shanghar Street. Unnl Sun 20,

Tang Contemporary Art

Basemerd, Holvwood Centre, 233
Holfvsoood Rel, Sheune Wan, 2544 9918;
v langeontemporaryoom, Thee-Sat
103063, Stun 26,300,

# Dim Sum Rider Through a
mitty- discplinary body of artworks,
Tharbased artist Navin Rawanchailaul
employs Hong Kong's iconic food and
film culture to convey the sense of a
cultural gathenng, Until Aug 8 See
Feature.

The Chinese University of
Hong Kong Art Museum

The Clinese Uversity of Hong Kong
Sha Tin, 2609 7416; uwnttheartotenhk,
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Heavenly Steeds: Horses in
Chinese Art An exhibition focusing on
all forms of horse in Chinese art, ranging
[rean bronze seals of the Warning States,
sancai horses of the Tang Diynasty and
paimitings from the late Ming to the Qing
andd modern China Until Feb,

University Museum
and Art Gallery

The Universtly of Hong Kongz, 94
Bontuemt R, Pok Fu Lant, 2241 5506}
s lekene hkihkomag Mon-Sat 9.50am-
ierte. Sien d pim-tipom

Alchemy in Blue: Ancient Jun
Ware from the Yip Collection
Chinese cerarmics from the famiad Jun kiln
are being exhibited, inchading evervday
wires, and ceremonial pieces from the
samg to the Yuan dyvnasties, Until Oct 12,

# The Vollard Suite It's vour st
chance to see this exhibition of Pablo
Picasso's famed set of 100 mtagho prints
Until Wed 20.

Uidentaﬁe

Caftle Depot Artist’s | :fl".i'u’{L{f“ 63 Ma Tau
Kok Bd, Th Kioa Wi, 2573 1869 wnone
mdeotageorgle Mon-Fn 11am-6bm,
cleesed polilsi hodsederes

- I-li:st:nrr Will Repeat Hself \=
hlr' of the larpe exhibit non organsed

v the Coethe Institut. two works are
r-.'=2|ii".]1[-:€1 at Videomge including Kerry
Trbe’=s 2-chamnel video installation ‘Here
& Elsewhere’ and Liu Wet's DVD A
Dy To Remember Linnl Sun 27, See
Revieto.

YYS Gallery

83-85 Sing Woo Rd, Happy Vailey, 2574
2 e 2hsquarecom. Mon-Sat
[ ke T

# To Serenity The YY9 Gallery
relocates o this new location and opens
with an edgy exhibition of ceramic
works that transform violence into
beauty, by Chris Ho, Until Sat 19,

Other
spaces

Current

Acadenmy of Visual Arts, Baplisi
Cimversity, 51 Kwwn Tong Rd, Kowdoon,
2353 41 7O hitpvakkincedu k. Mon-
Sat I0am-Gin,

# The Daptist University’s Academy
of Visual Arts’ graduation show in the
beautiiul settmy of histonc colonial
buildings. This 1s a striking exhibition
with some emergmg talents. Until Sun 20).

History Will Repeat Itself

Exhibitiom Hall, Hong Kone Fibm Archive,
o) Let King Rd, Sm Wi Ho, 2739
2139, Fr-Wed 10am-8pm, dosed That
# This ts the largest part of the
exhibition that 1= taking over three
venues, Sit back on the bean bags and
wateh the video works on show, Until

Tf'lllr'ath'._-.- July 17
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Word up Zhao Shaorio af Hanart

Kluubhb

Kluubb, 14/F, 367 Hennessy Rd, Wan
Cheen, 6601 8732 http:/iolkielers th Sai
26, 2-100m,; Sun 27, 2-8pm

# Folktales From Many Lands
Anarts collectve m the Hermessy Rogad
arts hub presents a very mteresting show.
Harher this vear, 50 cunous passengers
were ted around the Hong Kong for a
day of art, music and performances. The
journey is retold through photographs,
videos and artifacts from participants.
Pop by for the following events;
Performance by Brown Note Collective:
Sat 26, 8pm. Artrst talk: Sat 26, dpm:
spectal Guest Talk: Sun 27, 4pm.

R1de

Curator: Josef Ng
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