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Navin Rawanchaikul's ‘Sala’ proves
a comprehensive art publication
can be eye candy

as i ooy, beErnstaorelby-aoe libmd
mitisl Navin Rawanchalkul welcomed
bk o art e Uhastists Lo hisward,
agatn i hisinavugaral retrospective
phibition, Ar-goers whoatiepded dio show
{yes, with Nawin, anaot exhihition isalietys 8
show) rerurnad home with a4 1 6-papge sciverr,
Kl deseribed an "N avin Produroon ' sinter-
paticrnl art i e magaddng™

Thie smioaant of pogges is not the only aspect
that tifferenttates Sals from migasines, The
ook {8 packed with & large colloction of artides
by romivamod an wirtiors. Thisy discuss various
isstes ineoitemporsry st Hlestyle culing,
erevel miid comanuniny — all presenied in glossy
(MRS

HAVING SALA Tocallthe publication a mere magerine
Ecfinet bry Mawn Fiawntiehy probably doesn 't do ttjostioe. for Sala el

eavim Procuctian, 2008, ety b pemslid evedd d wiork olart — ban borm

41fipp, 1 500 hat thit directly plas with (and, at times, stabs)
e cpibtvie of friagielise puliicilis. [ feanorss
continuows photo shoods that initate the
Iahion sproadsal glossy publications.
Prnstisad of et models in ommgenusty
gorgeouk outfis, the colléction of images
feattre tands sl wver the world and brings
readers tanother analytical arthcls on
Navin's past exhibition Navin Gallery
Fyernighink

Highilights of the msgaane mclude
coanic siipplement dulad Who s Nauie?
that tells the story of the artiet, and § phnto
ool Borng Heart featuring catwalk babe
Sangthnng Kel-u-thopg, Suthaparn Muen
e, known as te nni-me of
Intermitioniily. rengwned Thai srtist Rirkel
Presvaanija aod the charismatic Michasl
SHaowiinosil, .

Withi-it Fist of contribiutons thil sireieh 1o
3 numes. inchuding familinr personaliesin - Bl
ot ntd culture srenas soch assharp-tomgued 57 19
wriiie Mukhom Wongthes, Matkonal Artést Tnéon - -
Woaigam. lapsinede culurewriter By Saeckd. e
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bt few, the ieavywelkght atee of Salvls
justifiabde, since every page of the magazine
i& worth reading.
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MAVIN'S SALA
Edited by Navin Rawanchalkul
Mavin Production, 2008,
416pp, 1,500 baht
ISBN 978-9740600534
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ast month, internationally-acclaimed : —

artist Navin Rawanchaikul welcomed '

a horde of art enthusiasts into his world,

» again, in his inaugural retrospective

exhibition. Art-goers who attended the show
(yes, with Navin, an art exhibition isalwaysa
show!) returned home with a 416-page souvenir,
Sala, described as '‘Navin Production’s inter-
national art and life magazine"'.

The amount of pages is not the only aspect
that differentiates Sala from magazines. The
book is packed with a large collection of articles
by renowned art writers. They discuss various
issues in contemporary art, lifestyle, culture,
travel and community— all presented in glossy
full-colour,

To call the publication a mere magazine
probably doesn’t do it justice, for Sala itself
can be considered a work of art—in a form
that directly plays with (and, at times, stabs)
the culture of magazine publication. It features
continuous photo shoots thatimitate the
fashion spreads of glossy publications.
Instead of featuring models in outrageously
gorgeous outfits, the collection of images
feature taxis all over the world and brings
readers to another analytical article on
Navin's pastexhibition Navin Gallery
Bangkok.

Highlights of the magazine includea
comicsupplement titled Who is Navin?
that tells the story of the artist, and a photo
novel Long Heart featuring catwalk babe
Sangthong Ket-u-thong, Suthaporn Muen-
chamnan, known as the mini-me of
internationally-renowned Thai artist Rirkrit
Tiravanija and the charismatic Michael
Shaowanasai,

With alist of contributors that stretch to
34 names, including familiar personalitiesin
artand culture arenas such as sharp-tongued
critic Mukhom Wongthes, National Artist Inson
Wangsam, Japanese culture writer Ryota Suzuki
and artist Thaweesak Srithongdee, to name
but a few, the heavyweightsize of Salais
justifiable, since every page of the magazine
is worth reading.
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