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RENAISSANCE BANGKOK

Bangkok has long been a popular shopping destination for affordable. origi-
4l art, Now, partly thanks to a growing international ven for all things

Asan, the local art scene Is flourishing. New galleries are opening around
own with each passing month; plus a growing roster of events lures both
esidents and visitors 1o investigate a maturing scene that is more varied
and vibrant than ever

Those seeking an overview of Thai artis
tic endeavours can attend the inaugural Bangkok Art Fest 2008 at Siam Paragon mall this
month, promising short films, theatrical and musical offérings, as well as an exhibition of nudes
(V¥hether the latter elicits gasps. gawps or giggles from the assembled shoppers, voyeurs and
schoal-kids remains to be seen),

Current Thai art is not just about pretty variations an themes of Buddhist magery, ai
ther. Consider; for starters,; self-styled multi-disciplinary conceptual artist NMavirt Rawanchaikul,
known (nte nationally for “"-‘“l-iti‘*'“”é'. colourful community art projects. His first maior retro
spective exhibition — Navin's Sala, hosted at Raimon Land property showcase The River Prom-
enade — is well worth checking out this month. Visit www.bangkokartmap.com for more.

The art scene was also complemented In June by contributions from the ltalian and
French embassies, as part of their respective annual festivals, A particular highlight of this Euro-

renaissance was Yann Arthurs-Bertrand's spectacular Earth From Above, an exhibition of aerial photography that has
rogmed the globe reaping plaudits. You can still head over to Zen department store any tirme this month and see the
world from a fascinating, uniguely vertiginous perspective in this unprecedented outdoor exhibitian,

Also enriching the local cultural landscape was the International Indian Film Academy Awards (IIFA), leld here
ior the first time last month. Passers-by were visibly shocked as hordes of screaming Bollywood fans did their best to
recreate Beatlemania in Bangkok

S50 — do these high-faluting scenes amount to just
dnother day in the emerging artistic and cultural melting
pot that i1s Bangkok! Sometimes it feels |ike that a badly
timed-blink means you'll miss some of the wital goings on

[hanldully, a new Bangkok

Art & Culture Centre |5 - ; -

scheduled 1o open very i

soon, tasked with docu-

menting  developments,

Bangkor 101 just hopes

they can keep up
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“Earth From Above" by
Yann Arthurs-Bertrand
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Snapshots

events
calendar

BangkokArtFest

Throughout
J uly

lMudc Exhibition” opens the in
L‘.-L.;t_jl_lrc|| Bangkok Art Fest 2008 at
Siam Paragon (Halls |, 2°& 3) on |
|uly and runs all month. From the
|6th, the flagrant nakedness will be
oined by a schedule of short films,
theatrical and musical performances
and an art 1air
www.bangkokartfest2008.com
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Until 8 Jul
RIVER CITY
GRAND
AUCTION

Antique lovers should get over to
the auction at the River City com
plex before the best |
the hammer. ltems on display include

tems go under

Thai Benjarang, fine blue and white
monochrome and polychrome ce-
ramics. Admission is free.
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4 July
onwards
NAVIN’'S
SALA

Mavins Sala, a unigue
art book coupled
retrospective ex-
hibition spanning the 15
vear career of internation
ally renowned | hai=Indian
artist Navin Rawanchaikul,
opens at Raimon Land's
River Promenade

new
with a
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(see Inside back cover for

further details)
Tel: 02-252-3900,
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The River Promenade t
July 4 - Augugt 16, 2008
Dally 104sm - Bpm
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ROCK YOU

"You got mud on your face, You big
disgrace, Kicking your can all over the
place!™ Originating from Londans
West End, having busted box of-
fices everywhere, this rock theatre
spectacular comes to Bangkak with a
maustachioed, regal alr, Tickets: 81,000
- 4,000. wwwthaiticketmajor.com
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m:}r‘:l:—*;e’;'='rig~'; American
ness u Stephen Shapiro,
co-founder of elite rea
Hils
2

Really Rich Real Estate.’)

) Rd.

(who featured on VHI' us Life Presents

www.thaiticketmajor.com
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At the Radisson Hotel, Rama
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est l|_:_ agency VWEA of Beve Ay
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25 July AKON

Three international pop players pass through Bangkok
in the space of 4 week, The fun starts with Billbodrd
Chart-slaying US rapper/producer Akon (he's sung
with Michael Jackson, you know.)
www.thaiticketmajor.com

bangkok it!
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In Print

Bangkok is home 1o an eye-popping array al excellent book shops, small, large
and sprivwling, Jost head for any major pall
Seasons Place, Central World or Central Chitlon. to name a few see mall list-
iy on p. 102 and look for chain favourites like Asia Books, Kinokuniyva, B28S,
Nai-In or Bookazine, Plenty ol other stand-alone local book stores icross town

reading &

screening

Siamn Paragon, Emporium, All

oller the Litest in print, new and used.

| BANGKOK-~
BANGKOK SMART GUIDE

smart L ‘

By Insight Guides | APA
Publishing | [44pp

| It seems a long time
since Lonely FPlanet
| reigned supreme
when it came 1o
weatherbeaten  wanderlust  bibles.
Really though, in just & few short, blog-
Wastic years the market has become
saturated with efforts from reputed
grands, This particular release shrinks
an earlier; more comprehensive entry
down 1o slim pocketbook - or second
seneration IPhone - size, thereby
minrmising the impact of Insight
Guides” usually arresting photography,
Ihat said however, the tidy page
ayouts  are easy-an-the-eye, with
‘the essentials boiled down to easily
digestible nuggets and presented
in an intuitive A-Z format, neatly
ndexed on the inside-front cover
lor easy reference. This book doesn't
exactly innovate, but still makes for a
decent road companion for travellers
with short attentian spans, which is
dpparently all the thing these days.

NAVIN'S SALA
Navin Production
with Galerie Enrico
Navarra | 416pp
Navin Rawanchaikul
s one of few Thal
contemporary
? artists  tor  have
impacted internationally; in fact, ‘this
fat publication premiered at the
Cannes: Film Festival, And. just as the
multi-disciplinary artist  defies  easy
categonisation, it's equally hard to know
what 1o make of this, his calourful detwut
menograph (or biographical study -
Although Navin (5 an arch collaborator),
The book (if, indeed, that is what [t is) is
styled like same kitsch Seventies pop-
culture magazine produced by an Aslan
Warhol Factory an sterolds. Il presents
a random grab-bag of phote-laden
lopical essays, cocktal recipes, (ronie,
mocked-up vintage movie posters and
tongue-in-cheek advertisements, Two
things for sure! this 15 a coffee table
tome with a difference (i.e: - it's actually
interesting) and Navin is walking proof
that the Thal art scene has legs. (See
p. 14 for more Navin.)

THETROUSER

. PEOPLE

Andrew Marshall
Penguin Viking |
296pp

e Bangkok-bhased
Tirrie cerrespondent
Andrew  Marshall
was! deported fromy Burma i the
wake of recermt hurmmicane Nargs The
Trouser Feople s his entertaining ard
unsertimerital, pre-espulsion ode to the
tortured  country, written undercover
while - posing at -a tounst to fool the
odious junta In it. Marchall traces the
ntriguing . footsteps of roguish English
colonialist and scholar Gearge Scottwho
stppesedly introduced foothball — a game
that Burmese now love becatise i1'1s so
milich like fighting” - te the colntry mare
than & century ago. This is a tried, tested
and welkuodden travel witing device.
However, Marshall frequently strays. off
course  while venturing Into  seldom-
visited northern regions, thersby solirging
nch rhatendl without ever mentioning
Scott or soccer - and his entertaning
often amusing travelogue 1s arpuably at its
most effective when he does.

!

On DVD

Ihat theatres are notorous for theds
apid turnover rates, making DV s
one of the best wave [or visitors (o
explore That lilm, That DVDs ar
reachly svanlable m Mang Pone or CD

Warchouse outlets m major malls, b

hedore purchasmg check the back (o
Eughsh subtitles and DVD remion
---1]L|}.1Ii|rifi[\'. il vou ._'hm] lI'.I‘I."' il
dl-region DVD player, English-
sthtitled versions are also olten
watlalle as exports from Hong Kong
it websites such as www.hkfilm.com

I O WwswyesasiLCoI.

KHAN KLUAY

Kompin Khemkamnerd | 2006 | $8.95 for impart with subtitles

A crash course in the darker aspects of Thai natioralism
Ostensiblyacute children'stale, thisfilmstarts off charmingly
enough —a forest idyll, a loving mother elephant, and her
aciorable baby, the sweet-lempered Khan Kluay himself
Cue grueling rite of passage — after being separated from |
his herd, tender Khan Kluay finds himself training as a war
elephant for the conflict against the Burmese, Set in the
Lime between the Burmese sacking of Ayutthava ir 1569
and King Naresuan's victory over Phra Maha Uparacha
that re-established Tha indeperdence, the film soon
places Khan Kluay within the royal palace itself, where he is chiosen to serve as King
Naresuan's battle elephant. The last twenty minutes devolve into a jingolstic snuff
lilrm that wall surely scare any tots, or any adults who'd like to think that such faked ||
nationalism has Iittle place in a children's film. . , or anywhere else.
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THE RIVER PP cSee s w’”{ i
The River Promenade ¢/ . |

July 4 - August 10,2008
Daily 10am - 6pm
(Free Admission)

llc fre '_ I 5-15 -year career and pick up a
b “the artist's new monograph,
=" Ppack dWIth collaborative insights

How to access The River Promenage =
2By Car: - | S I i hga
The River is located on Sharoen Nukhorn R, hllidt Sul 13 :tnu chl ﬁminlu[p ‘thL b 1%
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